
   
 

Dear African Child,  

Did you know that Africa is the only continent with a day set 

aside to celebrate her children? Now you know. Today, Africa 

has 622 million of you. In short, Africa has more children than 

adults. And we celebrate you dearly; your birth, health and 

growth, potential and the dreams and ambitions you have for 

our home, and the world. We recognise the milestones you 

have achieved and celebrate your education, exposure and 

intention to make our continent better, greater than it ever has 

been. We already see what you are doing across the continent; 

it is exciting, inspiring and humbling.  

In Sierra Leone, Kelvin Doe has been inventing power generators and radio transmitters since 

age 13. In Kenya, Richard Turere invented “walking lights” that prevent lions from attacking 

livestock, at age 11 and four boys in Maseno school generated biofuel for the school’s kitchen 

from leaking latrines. In Nigeria, James Okina started a foundation to get children off the streets 

and give them a better chance at life, and four girls generated power from urine. In Malawi, 

Wiliam Kamkwamba built an electricity windmill at age 14. In Eqypt, children as young as ten 

are taking environmental conservation to heart, educating each other on the benefits of 

environmental conservation. In Zimbabwe the smartest 14 year old girl was able to get into 

University to study accounting.  

African child, you do not just have potential, but the will, determination and smarts to do 

whatever you please, however you wish, to make our home better. You have immense 

challenges, yes, tribulations in plenty. You have so much to deal with, mostly because of us 

adults. We introduced and nurtured corruption; degraded our environment; conceived civil and 

ethnic strife, hunger and drought. We litter the environment as we please and don’t want to work 

on building the economy. We drink and use life-

threatening substances without a hoot. We have let you 

down; we are letting you down almost without a care. We 

are sorry.  

Today, taking stock of your journey, we have a chance to 

make things better for you. It is not too late. In the age of 

Sustainable Development Goals and Africa’s Agenda 

2063, we will do whatever is in our capability today, to 

ensure you have everything you need to be at the right place, to do the right thing. We will do all 

we can to empower and ensure your resilience, your education and health. We will ensure we 

involve and engage you in your development and the development of our communities; to equip 

you with the right knowledge to innovate and invent sustainable ideas that will spur growth and 

prosperity for the generations after you.  

African Child, we shall leave you behind no more. We cannot develop, grow or prosper without 

you. Anything without you, is a no, this, we commit.  

 

Benjamin Odhiambo 


